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“The Aspect of the Object” – An exhibition reimagining Shaker objects at the Old 
Chatham Country Store May 3 through June 5, 2018 

 
NEW LEBANON, NY, May 2, 2018 -  In 2016 

Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon received a 

$750,000 grant from the Henry Luce 

Foundation to put its collections online. Over 

the past year, Boston-based photographer John 

Mulligan has spent one week per month at the 

collections storage facility in Old Chatham, NY 

photographing Shaker objects. Catskill-based 

artist Richard Saja has taken those collections 

images and reimagined them into playful new 

artworks he calls “digital quilts.” Those works 

will be on display at the Old Chatham Country 

Store from May 3 through June 5, with an 

opening reception on Saturday, May 12, from 

3:00 to 5:00. Limited editions of the prints will 

be on sale throughout the run of the exhibition 

to benefit the museum. The reception is open 

to the public and all are welcome. 

Richard Saja is an accomplished artist who 

typically works with textiles and has exhibited 

internationally with shows in New York, Paris, 

and Berlin, and at the National Museum of 

Embroidery in South Korea. Most recently, his 

work has been shown at the Museum of Fine 

Arts Boston and the Toile de Jouy Museum in 

Josas, France. His embroidered toile is in the 

permanent collections of the Shelburne Museum and Philadelphia Museum of Art. 

“This is a great way to see familiar Shaker objects in a new context, and celebrate the incredible legacy the 

Shakers created with their material culture and design,” said Lacy Schutz, the museum’s Executive 

Director.  

 The Old Chatham Country Store & Café is located in a 1787 building in Old Chatham, NY. In 

addition to serving breakfast and lunch and stocking an assortment of grocery items, the Country Store 

also shows the work of local artists.  

 Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon is dedicated to preserving the history of the Shakers, including 

their furniture and architecture as well as their values of inclusion, innovation, integrity, and conviction. It 

stewards the historic site in New Lebanon, New York, which is open year-round for recreation and self-
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Digital Quilt by Richard Saja, created from images of the 
collection of Shaker Museum | Mount Lebanon, 2018 
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guided tours, and offers tours, exhibitions, and public programs seasonally. The museum also has a 

campus in Old Chatham, New York, open year-round by appointment, where the administrative offices, 

collections, library, and archives are housed. The museum’s collection of over 56,000 Shaker items is the 

most comprehensive collection of its kind in the world. Please visit shakerml.org for more information. 
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